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According to the laſt-will of Mr. John 
Hutebins Citizen and — 


On St. Mart's day, 1 745. 


When there wat a colleSion for the 
3 Children. 
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1 |: M. 3 Sandeforth, | 


Tazas URER, | 


Mr. Thomas 8 Mr. William Calival, 

Mr. Thomas Paris, Mr. James Dobſon, 
Mr. Jobn Drinkwater, Mr. Henry Oldham, 
Mr. Thomas Brunskell, Mr. Thomas Cheſſon, Sos 
Mr. John Whiting, Mr. Gabriel Sleath, 

Mr. Henry Clarke, : Mr. John Blackall, _ 
Mr. Soper Hayter, © © 2 eee 


| Mr. Leonard cad, 


Citizens and Truſtees of Mr. 2 8 «Charity. 


| GrnmLeMs, „„ . 
'T HEN I had P chis 

ſermon at Your deſire, You 

were very importunate with 


me to publiſh it. I defer'd it, in 


hopes that You would think better 


of it; but upon Your continued, ap- 
plication it is given up to You; and 


x I with only, that it may prove « ſa- 
tisfactory to the Readers, as Vou ſaid 


e it 


1 00 
wel a9 


; * 
Ps xo 


Let me now in my turn requeſt i 
= of You, to ſhew Your zeal and af- : 
$18 fection for the church of England, | 
ht ndw eſpecially in theſe times of dan- 

ger and trouble, by a conſtant” and 
devout attendence upon its worſhip 
and' ſervice. Other means are to 
be employ'd in our defence befides 
religion, but without religion all 
other means will be ineffectual. They, WM 
who beſt diſcharge their duty to Gd, ² 
will beſt fulfill their other obligations 
of loyalty to their King, and love 
idence of Yu I am © 


. GENTLEMEN, „„ 
wu muſt faithful : 


4 5 8 and obedient Servant, 


if 45 Thomas Newton. 


= 
_ 
=. 
+ 5 
_ 
* = 85 
= 
"3208 
= 
3 


1 r 


* * 
4 - 
RN 1 * Py Or ER A 6 


4 8 . } £ of K * Fl 3 
3 2 x 
8 . os 1 ow , 5 »# « > 
x ; - 
N « 3 * b 
- W * 4 0 - 2 5 7 8 1 
2 A i 5 Y : 8 4 8 
3 3 : 1 p 7 3% 22 ef 
# 1 £ * 2 I * N _— 
t 7 
> - 
. » 
3 q 
|; #6 
. 7 - 7 5 F. ” 2 


ee . us 10 pray, ar vue 
na. lf {args bis ai 1 Ml 
' ariſing from the relation of 


7 
wy Man 10 God; and public 
prayer is as much our duty, as we 
are members of ſociety, as private 
prayer is our duty, as we are indi- 
vidual and ſingle perſons. That we 
ſhould — wc pray unto God, all 
who have any ſenſe of religion are 
agreed; but they differ greatly as to 
the matter and manner of their pe- 
Ss  titions.. There is an excellent : 
= logue in Plato between Socrates and 
3 Alcibjades, wherein is ſhewn the 
great difficulty of framing | aur * 
© | * 8 five De precatione. | | 
= 5 A . tions 


' . 
— 


RATE R is a 5 r 


T 8 1 
tions ole. as they may prove. accepta- 
ble to God and beneficial to our- 
ſelves; and Socrates, ſenſible of the 
defects of natural reaſon, infers from 
thence the neceſſity of divine reve- 
lation, and expreſſes his hopes and 
expectations, that ſome divine petſon 
would be ſent from heaven to teach 
and inſtruct us as in other parts of 
our duty, ſo particularly in the ex- 
erciſe of our devotions. The diſci- 
ples of our were conſcious of 
the ſame ns: ad infirmities; and 
therefore they apply then lves! to 
him, that he would teach them to 
pray as Fobn alſo taught his di iſciples. 
Our: Saviour teaches them according- 
ly; and in them hath taught us not 
only. the true object of worſhip but 
_ alfo the beſt method of worſhipping 
him, not only what petitions we are 
to. offer at the throne of grace but 
alſo the form and manner wherein 
we are to offer them. And yet there 


3 8 . 


are men, Wer Tcl OR to be fo 
much wiſer than the reſt of man- 
3 kind, as to want none of theſe aſ- 
ſſiſtances and inſtructions; they are 
for p pouring out their ſpirit in ex- 
temporary prayer, and -utterly con- 
demn all ſet forms: And even of 
thoſe, Who may approve ſet forms 
of prayer, ſome may yet diſapprove 
the forms preſcribed in our liturgy, 
and imagin that others more con- 
venient and proper may be ſubſti- 
tuted in their place. For our on 


points of ſuch importance we 
= will firſt attempt to prove the la-w- 
= fulneſs and expediency of ſet forms of 
prayer in general, and ſecondly en- 
devor to ſhew the excelleney of our 
on form in particular; if not to 


convince our adverſaries, yet at 


of it. AA 
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vindicaion and ſatisfaction therefore + 


leaſt to Juice e in e 838 9 5 
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Firſt we are to prove b . 
falneſe and expediency of ſet forms of 
prayer in general. And for the ſake Þ 

of brevity as much as of order, our Wi 
proofs ſhall be reduced to two kinds, 

and ſhall be drawn partly from the 

authority of ſcripture and partly 

* the reafor of the bing. 
We have the authority of ſerip= Þ 

_ plainly on our fide, ad What 
better authority can we deſire? Are 
any of our modern fectariſts wiſer 
than Solomon? but he in his directi- 
ons for our behaviour in the houſe 
of God, forbids all long extemporary = 
Eccleſ. v. prayers; Be not raſh with thy mouth, Þ 
" and. let not thy beart be hafly to utter Þ 
any thing before God, for God is in 
heaven, and thou upon earth; tbere- 
fore let thy words be few. And much 

to the ſame the ſon of Si- 

Ecclus. rity exhorts us; 3 " Before thou prayefh, 
9 prepare thyſelf, and be not as one that' 
tempteth the Lord. In the law of 
Moſes the form 1 is * wherein 

che 
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the prieſts Gould: bleß che people. | 

As the people ſtood in need always of 

the ſame bleſſing, | ſo was it to be 
implored always in the ſame words; 

The Lord bleſs thee and heep thee; Numb. i. 
he Lord make his face foine upon thee, ** ©* 


a be gracious unto thee, the Lord © 


lift up bis countenance upon. thee, and 


} | give thee peace; which very- form of 


— we ſtill retain in the com- 

on- office, and in the order for 
or the ſick. In like | 
1anne als Cm of bleing a+ . 
i ving and reſting of the cs the?” * 


= form — prayer for the expiation of peu. .. 
an uncertain murder, — form of” *. 

| 'F <onfellion and prayer of him who,,, __ 
offereth the basket of firſt· fruits and wh 
of him who giveth his third year's 
tithes are all. preſcribed and ap- 
3 pointed in the law; and would fuch 

1 — have been appointed, if 
forms were b But we need 
not inſiſt . ſingle proofs, when 
ve can produce a whole book toge- 


all 


ther. 


4 12 5 5 
ther. For was not the book wy 
=—_  . :* pfalms compoſed for the ſervice of 
the temple? And is not this evident 
from the titles and inſcriptions of 
moſt of the pfalms themſelves?” And 
em you ſuppoſe that the nan after 
| God's own heart was ignorant of the 
it true manner of worſhipping him? 
i Nay not only that Dalid, but t 3 
| whole Jewiſh church were in an 
error from the beginning to the end d 1 


9 
\ > 


It; But you may conceive that this im- 
Ii perfect way of worſhip was proper 

| only for that imperfect. diſpenſation 
of the Jews; you may imagin that 
it ſavours altogether of their Seggarly 
=_ elements, and there ſhould be no 
| - fuch reſtraint and impoſition upon 
It the ſpirit of Chriſtians. But how 
"ny then cometh it to paſs, that John the 
- Baptiſt delivers a form of prayer to 
his diſciples, as the Jewiſh maſters 
and doctors had alſo done before him 
do their diſciples? And why is our 
ll. Saviour fo far from „ 


that 
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. he follows his e * Vould 
our Saviour have given a ſet; form of 
. FAY to his diſciples, if a ſet. form | 
ad been any ſtinting of devotion? 
. Or r rather would he have done it, 
unleſs it had been an help to devo- 
tion? And much more would he 
have repeated and recom mended the 
ſame form twice, at different times 
and upon different occaſions? As Jo- 
ſeph faid unto, Pharaoh, The e Gen. al. 
vas doubled becauſe the thing is Ha- at 
X 2i/6'd by God; ſo may it be faid in 
X this caſe, the. prayer was doubled, 
was repeated twice, that it mig ht 
be eſta dliſhed, and together _ it 
the lawfulneſs and — iency of ſet 
forms of prayer might be evinced 
and. eſtabliſhed beyond all reaſonable 
dou bt and 5 Nor were 
there ever any chriſtians, who queſ- 
tioned and oppoſed the uſe of ſet 
forms of prayer, till a century or 
two ago. The univerſal practice of 
church from the carlieſt ages, 
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reaſon of the ebing on our fide as 
plainly as the authority of ſcripture. 


ſubject to the ſame inconveniences | 


.common and po 
ſhould: te „ere off 


and unbecoming, yet the 3 


„ 


2 . 
which is the beſt inte 
ture, hath conſtantly favors it. 

Nor ſecondly let it be -prete: 


reaſon is againſt us; K e Mare the 


A preſcribed form of worſhip is not 


with . are effuſions. The 
great danger of unpremeditated 
prayer is, felt it ſhould degenerate 
into a rhapſody of abſurdities and 
enthuſiaſm ; and he muſt be an un- 
werful maſter indeed 
of thought and expreſſion, who is 
able to ſpeak on a ſudden and yet 
ſpeak nothing improper in an addreſs 


to the majeſty of heaven. A man 


with ſuch indigeſted udities before 
his rwe ſovereign, ot indeed be- 
fore any perſon of underſtanding. 
But if chere ſhould be nothing abſurd 


muſt. 


[1]. i a TH 
the pls ur yours den W vat muſt 
weigh and confider the . ſenſe. and 
ns and a, hep muſt deli- 
per pov e in eh condition, £04 
before they can lawfully join in 
them; and by that time the miniſter 
is paſſed on to ſome other ſubject, 
which requires the like attention and 
conſideration; and ſo their curioſity 
may be raiſed, and they may exerciſe 
their judgment, but there can be 
f ſcaroe N Toom left for _ deve tion. 
| 4 pre oſed form of prayer 
i not ſubject to the ſame inconve- 
niences with extemporary effuſions, 
ſo. neither is it liable itſeif to any juſt 
— It is ſo far from obſtruct- 
quenching our devotion as is 
retended, that it rather aſſiſts and 
inflames it; the matter and the words 
are both prepared to our hands, we 
we may lawfully join in it, and no 


other 
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[16] 

other attention is required but to | 
raiſe our affections. And let me 
ask, is not the ſpirit of the congre- 
gation equally f inted whether the 
miniſter pray in an extemporary or ⁵ü 
in a compoſed regular form? And 
IN which is more fit and proper for aha | 
1 people to receive a form of prayer 
it from the wiſdom and authority of 
111/58 the whole church, or to depend 
= upon the diſcretion of every ſingle 
1 miniſter? But a precompoſed Ef e of 
paper is not only liable to no juſt 
objection; but hath beſides ſeveral 
advantages to recommend it. It is 
more for the honor of almighty: God, x 
[| | expreſſes, more reverence and devro-— 

1 tion, preſerves greater propriety and 
decency of language, and in ſhort) 
[ ſiurpaſſes extemporary prayer, as much 
as ſound piety and religion exceed 
the freaks and rants of fanaticiſm 
and enthuſiaſm. It is likewiſe more 
: for the edification of men as well as 
for the honor of God; for who can 
N queſtion, 
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the thoughts hts of one, perhaps illite 4 
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2 | form. Wy rk? 0 is. "better not 


ee of mens 


bor in every profeſlion there are al- 

ways ſome of inferior genius and 

5 dene and it is good for theſe. bo; 
have ſuch: A proviſion made for them. | 1 
Morecyer it bettet eſtabliſhes ang 
ſecures the unity of faith and wor- 1 3 
Tz PE 31. hinders the heterodox from | 4 


fing their particular notions in 
their prayers, which is perhaps the 


moſt artful and- plauſible way of in- 


ip 


"is reduces all the churches "EM 
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Il} . agreement or contradifor in their 


worſhip the fame God, "to: worſhip 
m with the fame mind and voic 
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8 wor 1d the terms of our. In 
and giving them a fair opportun ty 
, to examin them before they join in 
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—_ en forms, we muft have a fort 

E of implicit faith in every miniſter, 
aſſent we know not why and pray 
=_— . for we know not what, juſt as. hi: 
i - temper or intereſt or capfice or paſ 
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ut eyery wife man will 
1 Cor. xiv. the Apo Ak, 8 will fray 179 55 "the 


T foirit, yur F will Pray with Font an. 


derſtamding alſo. 
Tis eafy to fay more, 
hape that enough Hat 


, prevents aby dif- 
petitions, and inſtructs them, as they 


And finally it is ſhewing to all the 
mmunion, 


it; whereas if there be no ſtated 


 KHons ſhall prompt and incite him, 
And this you may abfurdly call 


praying by the ſpirit if 1% pleaſe | 
b fay with 
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to _ the OT" and pt : 
of 


WH. &4 fn A fy tm 8G A. 


Pod in the un — * ende or. 
to ſhew. tt extellency of our own 
ferm in particular. Not that 4 par- 
| ticular examination of all the 8 5 
ties in our liturgy; or a partieulat 
anſwer tö all the objections when 
hav Been made againſt it, can be M8 
prop or expotted in one of theſe 
diſcourſes-. | Theſe things have been 


„% ̃ͤͤ:——e: 1 . ⁵˙¹ 1m A A Ha 


done to ſatisfäaction again and again 

c | by ſeveral learned men, and the i 
books are in every one's hands. Out. 

time will allow us om to make ſome. | 

4 general reflection. 

4 1. It will very much W 

> IF our |: to 'cohitler bow and by 

= op org dy that it was 


nw 


not the dan e of this or that 
min, but the feſult of the wiſdom 
of our governors both it church and 
ſtate: The compilers of it were not 
only the beſt and wiſeſt men of that 
5 in this nation; but they con- 

. ſolted 


1 oocaſion of introducing them? Was 


. El * 
f 7 
9 7 
* 
2 BY 
* 
i; 


15 20 1 
ſulted likewiſe the moſt eminent © of 
the divines abroad, and had their: 
approbation of it, and approved it 
yet farther themſelves by dying in 
it's defence. And ſince that time 
it hath received ſome corrections and 
improvements; and tho no work of 
man can pretend to perfection, yet 
it hath perhaps as few imperfections 
as any whatever. In theory poſſibly 
it may ſeem eaſy to correct and 
amend it, but it hath been found 
and will be found e Ainheult 
in Practiſe. | 2987 11549 = 
2. It is another e 
of our liturgy, that it is drawn up 
in our our motber tongue; ſo that 
we may all underftand it with eaſe 
and attend to it with pleaſure. In 
this reſpect as well as in others our 
church is truly primitive and apoſto- 
lical; for when were prayers in an 
unknown ton gue firſt introduced 
into the church, and what was the 


** 


oc it De cache this: ae Gil re- 
2 | tained their Latin- ſervice, after the 


* Latin language was loſt among them 
* by the courſe of time and inunda- 


* petitions in any language; and he 
F | underſtands as well the breathings 
et of our hearts, if we pray in no lan- 
4 1 guage at all. The deſign of our 
1 Prayers is not to inform Omniſcience, 

1 8 q but to acknowledge our own depen- 


& dence; but how can they roperly 

be ſaid to be our prayers, i it. 

not join in them? And how can we 

be ſaid to join in them, if we nei- 
ther underſtand the ſenſe nor the 


| of the voice 1 ſhall Be unto him that 
u /peaketh a barbarian, and he that 
ad | JN ſhall be a barbarian unto 
It is a . — therefore that 


5 dur ſervice is ſuc 
tit, becauſe all underſtand it; and 


4 ö 


N tion of barbarous nations? It is true 
8 indeed that God underſtands our 


we do 


words? Ff I know not tbe meaning 1 Cor. xiv. 


as all may join · in 


herein we particularly follow the 
4 CS B 3 | | Pegs 
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ſulted wi the moſt eminent of | 
the divines abroad, and had their: 
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approbation of it, and approved it 


yet farther themſelves by dying in 


it's defence. And ſince that time 


it hath received ſome corrections and 


improvements; and tho” no work of 


man can pretend to perfection, yet 


it hath perhaps as few imperfections 


as any whatever. In theory poſſibly 


it may ſeem eaſy to correct and 


amend it, but it hath been found * | 
| and will be found Wy" a 5 


2. Ki is. another 11 endation 


of our liturgy, that it is drawn up 
in our © own morber tongue; ſo that 
we may all underſtand it with eaſe 
and attend to it with pleaſure. In 

this reſpect as well as in others our 
church is truly primitive and apoſto- 


lical; for when were prayers in an 
unknown ton gue firſt introduced 


into the church, and what was the 


oocafion of * them? Was 


it Be FRO ahi Wan Aill re. 
tained their Latin ſervice, aſter the 
Latin language was loſt among them 
by the courſe of time and inunda- 
tion of barbarous nations? It is true 
indeed that God underſtands our 
petitions in any language; and he 
underſtands as well the breathings 
of our hearts, if we pray in no lan- 
guage at all. The deſign of our 
„en is not to inform Omniſcience, 
but to acknowledge our own depen- 

7 dence; but how can they properly 
be faid to be our prayers, if we do 
not join in them? And how can we 

be ſaid to join in them, if we nei- 
ther underſtand the ſenſe nor the 

| words? 1 
ef the voice I ſhall be unto him that 
Sheaketh a barbarian, and be that 

0 Eve hall be a barbarian unto 

if It is a happineſs therefore that 
1 i our ſervice is ig wp as all may join in 
d it, becauſe alt underſtand 1 - and. 

3 herein we particularly follow the 
F * | 3 


4 


if I know not the meaning 1 Cor. xiv. 


+ 


FI 125 r precept of the Apo, Let al e 
be done to ah, 
82 It. — yet 


| more, that it was 2 prin- 
cipally out of N or qut of 
 antient liturgies and fathers. There 
are not only ſeveral parts and pa 
lages barrowed intire, as part icular- 
ly the Lord's prayer,. and the ofalms 
and leflons in their manthly- and 
yearly courſe, and 8t. Ambroſe's bun 


called Te Deum and the prayer f 


St. Chryſaſtom, and the like: But % 
eyen where intire parts and paſſages 
are not borrowed, and the very 


words of ſcripture or of father are | 
not taken and applied, yet their = 


ſpirit and manner, their ſtyle and 
character are ſilt preſerved; and 
perhaps there is ſcarce any collect 

in our liturgy, ſcarce any ſentiment 
=. expreſſion that may not be juſti⸗ 

fed by the authority of one or other 
of them. And what a comfort and 
ſatisfaction ſhould it be to us, that 


we 


of af t he. ek 0 Hanfeſtors 1 
re | belt'of 6h riftians did in the pureſt 
1 | ages; 75 and the ſpirit -of their tne * 
JS 

fat 


gies, like Elijah“ s upon Eliſha, hath 8 
. in a double N upon, 2 King i. 
+: It is a 1 e eee 
74 | of it, that our prayers are addrefled 
% to the proper object thro the proper 
mediator, to the one God thro the 
ane mediator between God and mem Tim. ü. 
the man Chrift Jeſus. Fach collect $ 
begins with a ſolemn invocation. of 

the ane, and concludes with the 

_ prevailing merits and interceſſion of 

the other. And in this inſtance again 

our church is truly primitive and 

apoſtolical, and hath purged a 

the dregs of later times. For | 

into Ku Roman miſſals and manuals 

* SE 1 you will find as 
FFF many 


Me as to God himſelf, /as' 2 
offered thro the mediation of ſaints 
and angels, as of the Son of Go, 
himſelf. And yet it is certain, that 
nothing can be more contrary to 
the doctrine of ſcripture, or a greater 
deviation from the practiſe of the 
catholic church for more at eaſt 
than three centuries after Chriſt. 
Let us congratulate ourſelves there- 
| fore, that our worſhip 1 is. reſtored to 
it's genuin ſimplicity | and Purity. 
Rome Chriſtian as well as Rome 
Pagan may have Gods many and 


9 "Lords many, but to us there is but 


one God the father of whom are all 
things and we in him; and one Lord 
Jeſus Chrift by who « are all Ons, 
and We” by Dro 

It is beſides a great nr 
of our ſervice to have ſo many ſhort 
diftin& petitions, and renders them 
more fit and ealy to: be remember'd 
| and repeated," Our liturgy in this 
x ey OE. reſpect | 


CECT 
Attogether almoſt ineſtimable. N 
ww chole was dſp fed in one > continued - 


. yer It would ky dir elite upon 
the ſtretch too long together ; where 
as theſe breaks and pauſes give relief, 
our ſouls recover breath as it were, 
and we return to worſhip again 
with new ſpirit and vigor. Brevity 
is a beauty in all ſorts of compoſition, . 
and eſpecially when man is addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to God. Long prayers 
are 050 much like preaching to God 
| Almighty. Sure we are that the Lord's 
prayer, which was defign'd to be a 
ſtandard and model for all others,” is is 
ſhort as it is comprehenſive; bp and you 
know not whether to admire'it more 
for it's fulneſs or it's brevity. a SE 
6. The variety of our ſervice is 
another excellence in the compoſitioon 
of it, and contributes much to the 
keeping vp of our attention and de- 
| votion. 


the length of our ſervice. The frame 


17 26 1 ee 
A. ſamenck in any thing ſoon 
4 5 and wearies us; and it is 46 
difficult to keep the mind. as it is the 
body, lang in one poſture, . But by 


the beautiful intermixture of prayer 


and praiſe, of ſupplication and 
thankigiving, of Ns e and ab- 


ſolution, of hymns and creeds, of 


pſalms and leſſons, our wearineſs is 
relieved, our attention is renewed, and 


We are led on 4 from one 


ſubject to another, and by means of 
the variety are ſcarcely nfible of 


of our 1 ** 1s ſomewhat like the | 


frame of the — tis order in varie- 


ty, and tho' all the parts are diffe- 


rent, yet the whole i 18 e 108 


regular, a 
What renders. it yet more ext 


Si callevt 3 is it's comprehenſueneſs, inclu- 


ding all that we can want or de- 
Ig The exhortation of the Apoſtle 


1 Tim. i. is religiouſly obſerved ; and Jupplica- 


I, 2. 


tions, e interceſſens and giving | 
0 


W 9 »- e F Ji ERR ne, ——- nd 


[- a ſuddei 

- propriate. and apply any paſſages to 
ourſelves. and our own oy” A 

great deal is expreſſed, but more is 


|. nothing 1 8 concerns us. may © 
men er member of ſociety, nothing | 


that conduces to our happineſs in 
_this ward Or the world to come, but 

comprehended in ſome or; other 

petitions. A form of * 


| im N uſe could not well be 
1 made more particular; and it is caly, | 


while the miniſter is reading it, with | 
N glance of thought to ap- 


implied; and aur devotions in our 


cloſets and in our families we can- 

nat perhaps better expreſs than in the 
words of gur liturgy, it is ſo ſuited to 

all ranks and conditiens, and adapted Ly 


i 1 0 wants and occaſions, 
* N have, Debs 


have | 


922 28 1 
have * ns ſhare in our ſervice - 
than in any other whatever: and the 
miniſter and people mutually raiſe 
and inflame each © other's devotion. . 
In the church of Rome the congre- 
gation. | are ſo far ent having any 


| ſhare in the ſervice, that they 
no ſo much as underſtand = but 
the prieſt mutters over his Falls” pray- 
ers to himſelf, and the people every 
one their particular prayers to them- 
ſelves; and ſo they depart ſome ſoon- 
er and ſome later, juſt as they hap- 
pen to have Finiſh d their devotions. 
And among our proteſtant diſſenters 
there is commonly one long-winded 
tediousextemporary prayer; the people 
are only hearers, and they muſt hear 
before they can underſtand, and 
they muſt underſtand before they 
can approve, and they muſt approve 
before they can join in any petition, 
all which is impoſſible to be done in 
an inſtant while one is ſpeaking. It 
is a ſingular privilege therefore, that 
our 
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a 125 ples our Nuldde! e, is i this 


that properly Jenolninates ours, hut 
really none < 
u Prayer.” e 
In a word our lit 
ee excellent wy cont 
to promote tru 


guage is ſo 2 95 as to be levet to 2 


capacities of the mean ſt, and yet 
the ſenſe ſo noble as to rale the con 
ceptions of the greateſt And the nan 
ner, in which our ſervice is performed, 
18 worthy of the matte#; our churches 
plain and ſolemn, neither painted 
and adofned like a theater n the 
one hand, nor yet intirely unadorne 
like a common room on the other; 
our veſtments ſuitable and becoming. 
and the very emblem of holineſs, for 


as St. John faith}: the fine linnen clean rev. * 
and white is the 'righroufueſs of ſaints; _ 
our ceremonies neither too many nor 


too few, ſuch as may excite and che- 
, rally and not 3 as may diſtract and 


diſſi- | 


”— 


le 845 a book of Comm. 


# 


 dillipate e our devotion. All ti ngs are 
done, as the Apoſtle woild have chem 


1 Cor. xiv. done, deceniiy and. in order ; and | 


aur. piety is not eminent and ce 
cuous in proportion to our ady tages, 
it is becauſe we are wanting to -our- | 
ſelves, not becaul our ch ck 1 7 
been- wanting in niaking 4 
viſion ier 2 
As we have centre Gch a. a ex- | 
cellent form of prayer, let us reve- 
renee it aceordingly; reſort to it fre- 
quently; e to it devoutly.; ac 
company it not only with our lips but 
with: our hearts; repeat what we are 
ut repeat, and anſwer where we are 
anſwer, but; never ineroach upon 
another's 9 never repeat the ab- 
folution after the miniſter, never ſay 
our prayers aloud to diſturb the reſt 
of the eee 3 in every 
prayer with our mind, and in every 
22 with our voice, and in all re- 
8 behave like thoſe oy are in 
eee nee reſenee « 1 
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"2by fight, O Lord ur. 
Prengt 24 aur redeemer. And 6 _ 
this duty nicthinks' we obi n! 
no other echortation than that of the 
Pſalmiſt; and if we will not do 
for love let us do it for fear; O wort ra, 54 
ip the Lom is ibe beatary of holineſs 

feat befire bimt all the earth. 
But love is 4 mbre genes prinei- * 
41 ple than fear: and "now thankful” © 4 wy 
. ought we. to be to our Heavenly Fa. pr 

ther "IL 1 4 ' x 4, eo cht us up” in” 8 5 
. boſon of eſt a =. 4 
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happineſs without being deſirous t to 

| communicate it to others? and what 5 

is * of Youtr 3 in educating FOG 

ny young children in the principles $4 
of the church of England, who might 1 
otherwiſe be made a prey to a falſe 
; "om dn, or ab don d to no religion? 
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thoſe! paſſages, which | 
ore: potty * "24 adapted, tc 
perſons; :a and certain times, may yet 
afford inſtruction to all perſons and _ 
all times. And X 8 55 kind, particu- 
larly,is our Saviour ö diſcourſe in th 


2000 cha P of. 8 St. Matthew, which - 


ho abs dir at. the Scribes 
and . 92 5 yet, ſerve. for a 
perpetual warning againſt the vices 
of al, thoſe-who ſhal tread in their 
ſteps. The Seribes were the great 
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wt to * ſeen of m men, precio? 4 
D God * J li A while their 


to , As' 


ples they: were by no means to be 


ono d. |He'denounces eight ſevere 


- againſt them; and I Wiſh a- 
morg_Chriftians there may not be 
bone ſitting in carhedra too, to whom 


theſe woes as properly app ain,” as 
ever they did to the Seribes and 
Phariſees 'theinſelyes. Let us take 
a view of 'them' in the order, whete- 


in they lie in the chapter) and ſee 
ker and the vices or "thoſe" times "fire 


* | not 


law; and bn 8 
of the ſe& of the Phariſees, Tha: 
fore the Scribes and Phariſees are & | 


e y 
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explain the law: of God to r : 
It is in alluſion to this ceremony, 
that our Saviourdaith; that theScybes 
and Phari ſees had taken away the hey 
| of knowledge, that they had not duly 
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corrup ted — U Ir genuin "ra 
of Thus by their falſe gloſſes and 


interpretations; q and in numberleſs 
inſtances had he the word of Go 
of none effett by their traditions. And 


now if there be any called Chriſtians, 


who thus tale away the hey of  know- 
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henden againſt; men, neither en | 
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extortionate by the means of religion, 
and make their prayers. and maſſes 
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of purgatory. 80 literally true it 
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tranquillity. There are frequent de- 
clarations to this purpoſe in ſcripture, 
and we ſee them moſt remarkably „ 
exemplified i in the caſe of the Nine- 
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foreign, and encourage French ma- 
nufactures and French commodities 
to the prejudice of our own, and 
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of our worſt enemies with the Ge: 
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of men; and hence ſo much idle- 
neſs. and drunkenneſs 1 in our. ſtreets; 
and ſuch univerſal corruption of © 
: 3 and violation of all order 
gorernment, And what can be 
3 ky neceſſary canſequences of theſe 
things, but ruin and devaſtation t 
The Aſfyrian and Perſian empires; 
che Cartbaginian and Grecian cm- 
menwealths; and Rome herſelf, the 
mine of heroes, and empreſs. of the 
world; all fell by the luxury of their 
own. ſubjects more than by 55 arme 
of, foreign nations; they could not: 
| have — 4 ſo cafily conquer d and 
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ſlav'd by their vices. And will not 
the ſame cauſes naturally produce 
the. fame effects? Such vices are 
ruinous at all times, but are more 
particularly deſtructive in times of 
war, when eſpecially the advice of 
Moſes to the Ifraclites ought | to be 
religiouſly obſerved by every nation, 
Dea. When the buſt obs forth - againſt 
| bee enemies, then keep thee from 

ry wicked thing. 

N n Mien rib too to rep pent of 
our factions and divif ons, 44 unite 
all as one man againſt the common 
enemy. Our ſituation as an iſland | 
is ſuch, and our country withal ſo 
well peopled, that if we were firmly 
united among ourſelves, we ſhould 
have little to fear from any power, 

or indeed all the powers in Europe: 
but of late we have been rent and 
| torn into ſo many parties and fac- 
tions, as no doubt have given great 
encouragement to our enemies, and 
made 
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made them, imagine that we were 
more. divided than in truth we are, 


5 or than the event hath prov d. For 


1 England never teſtified grea ter ly: e aft 


alty and unanimity, ; 
that neither, pr hi 


dience, "and. zeal to chaſtiſe her im- 
pious rebel ſons. Our common dan- 
ger ought to unite us, if nothing 
elſe can: and without doubt ſeveral 


who might otherwiſe be deſperate 


: enough to be in the intereſt of the 


| Pretender, yet as Britons cannot be 
for the Pretender brought in by 


France, who. can never intend to 
give us a king, but to reduce us, to 


a province, and conſtitute. a viceroy, 


oyer us; and others who. before were, 
wayering in their inclinations, I make 
no. queſtion this rebellion. hath' fixed 


in vi when they ſee by what 
horrid means a ruments 4 
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Which would equally deſtroy then 
both. All will unite and cooperate 
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been called the country of actions 
and ** ; but now faction be 
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future occafions for tlie publick good, 
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among uot: whatidreadfuPoaths 5" 
N are daily heard im our ſtreets! 
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been propagated in the r what | 
open ridicule of the ſolemn of- 


Jer. il. 11. 


the corrupt and idolatrous church c 


religiou ſly obſerve the former p 


fioes in the n end, of the word 


of God itſelf! what profanation 
the ſabbath! what diſregard: 


ſacraments! what utter ne dale of 
2 and family, Props: "and. in- 


hoonl. Flach any nation, even 


Rome, we" their Gods ſo, who- it 
are no gods? We are, too many 


of us, like them in our manner 


celebrating the latter part o the: 7 
Lord's day, but we do not like them } 


| that is we have all their vices, but 


none of their devotion. And was 
there ever an inſtance of a nation 


deſpiſing God and religion, who 
were not def 7 in their turn, and 


= trampled under 1 of their enemies? 


And 
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power, what zeal did we then teſti- 


fy for our holy religion! how were 
our churches . how: were 
prayers and ſermons attended how 
- i religiouſly did we obſerve our ſo 


faſts! how frequently and deyoutly , 
did we receive the bleſſed; ſacra - 
ment] and the Lord raiſed up ſor us 


a glorious deliverer, and after him a 


ſucceſſion of proteſtant princes, who 
have been the felicity of our ti 


and may their poſterity be ſo to lateſt 
generations! And hath. Gad. now | 
Forgotten to be gracious? or rather 
have not we forgotten to make our 


prayers unto him? We have cer- 


tainly more to fear from ur own 


impiety and irreligion, than from 


the arms of all our enemies. Let us 
make our peace with God, and he 
will be our ſhield and our ſalvation. 
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""y 5 0) with them I will con- 


00s. Blow the trumpet in Zion, 


F ooh Lord /a ay, Spare thy people, O 


reproach, that the heathen hold rule 


cover them. Then will the Lord be 
Þ ealous for his land and pity his peo- 
ple; Yea, the Lord will anſwer and 


ſay unto bis people, Behold, I will no 


more make you a reproach among the 
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Þ . heathen; Fur J will remove far off ' 


from you the northern army, and 
mill drive him into à land barren and 


deſolate; and ye ſhall eat in plenty. 
and be rofl, and praiſe the name 


of the Lord your God, who hath dealt L 
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